Tune of the Month 2

Three Irish dancers and a fiddler will be making o§IMDA Gaelic Corner
Educational Grants to continue their studies inQROHere’s a brief | Irish Dancing Sisters |4
introduction to this year’s grant recipients, witlore details

elsewhere in this newsletter and in the month®itoec In each
case, the applicant has already made a signifaanmitment to he|January Calendar 6-7
field of study.

An Leabhragan 5

Concerts at 9
The Celtic Junction

Emily and Katie Gerlach are sisters who both love Irish dance
both study withO’Shea Irish Dance Emily began her study with
Trinity Irish Dancersin Milwaukee. Her younger sist&atie
loved watching her sister and wanted to dance ds we

Ceili Corner 10

Anna Purtle dances witlRince na Chroi Irish DancersAnna
enjoys everything about Irish dance — the dangesstbe
choreography, the costumes and, of course, peniginAnna
hopes to be able to teach Irish dance when shelgistis Anna’s
grant is a very special one, since it was madeilgleshirough a
memorial gift from theMooncoin Ceili Danceren honor of the
late Brenda Buckley.

Monica Nigonis a fiddler from Zumbrota who plans to use hangto
attend thd-iddler’s Retreata music camp in Tipperary, Ireland next
summer.

As a part of the grant program, each recipient rithg their new skills
back to an IMDA event at some time in the futufad each will

continue to enrich our community in the years tmeas they learn and
grow as dancers and musicians.

Best wishes to these enthusiastic students ofivadl Irish music and dance. And thank
you to the teachers and community elders who askIBDA by writing letters of
recommendation for all the applicants.




The IMDA Board is:

President: Lisa Conway
Treasurer: Mark Malone
I have practically worn out two recent recorditiyough repeated secretary: Jan Casey
listening: SeanchairdéDermy Diamond, Tara Diamond, and Daithi Board Members:  Suin Lowary
Sproule) and’he Green Fields of Ameri¢Mick Moloney, Billy Ruth McGlynn

McComiskey, Robbie O’Connell, Athena Tergis, antdnl®oyle). One of
O’Carolan’s compositions, Madam Maxwell, appeardoth discs and is
being played in our local sessions. Editor: John Burns
The version shown here is from the Diamonds, aed hotes Advertising: Open Seat
state: “This O’Carolan composition was dedicatethtomemory of
Madam Maxwell, wife of John Maxwell of Farnham, @avan. He was ai
MP [Member of Parliament] and later Baron Farnhakacording toThe
Belfast Northern Staiit was played in competition at the Belfast Haspe
Festival of 1792. Itis in Bunting’s collectionyplished in 1796].” A
setting based on the one in Bunting appears in DoOt&ullivan’s book,

Anne Alcocer

Carolan: The Life, Times, and Music of an Irish gar (Ossian, 2001) in Contact Information

the more difficult (for most of us, anyway!) key 6f Write to:
Have you got your own copy 8feanchairdgret?? Buy two, in Irish Music and Dance Association
case you wear out the first copy! 236 Norfolk Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330
Usual disclaimers: Any transcription errors areamn. The notation here ~- 612-990-3122
is not meant to be a substitute for listeningis Rimply an aid to learning
the tune.

Newsletter Submissions

{or Mrs. Maxell, Planxty Miss Maxwell)
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Bhythm: planxty
Source: Dermy & Tara Diamond and Daitho Sproule, Seanchairde (2008)




We've just survived . . . er, enjoyed a season
that is filled with "silver and gold'airgead agus ar
That word for "silver,"airgead is also the Irish word
for "money" in general, presumably from the use of
silver in coins.

But you can use
airgead bui("yellow silver")
andairgead rua("red silver")
to mean "gold" and "copper"
coins. In that scheme, then,
what is the original silver
money? While the notion of
airgead airgid("silver silver")
is tempting, "bright silver"dirgead gea)l is actually
used to when we have to refer specifically to silver
coin.

We can also havairgead paipéir then, or
"paper silver", which is what we use for paper money.
Again, airgeadis so generally used for "money" that
we don't even realize the oddity of these
combinations, in Irish, unless we stop to think about
them.

This form,airgead probably worked its way
into Irish from the Latirargentum-- the source of the
chemical symbol for silver in the Periodic Table of
Elements, Ag. In Irish, it also figures in the term for
another chemical, "mercury," vaargead beo-
literally "live silver," but more commonly,
"quicksilver." There is also "dead silvegifgead
marbh the wonderful old dictionary by Dineen
explainsairgead marbhas "money paid in earnest for
land in advance by a grabber before the occupant's
lease has expired"!

"Dry money" orairgead tirimis money you
have saved and have readily available, perhaps for
that proverbial rainy day. But in Irish, we don't save
for a rainy day, we save for a sore leg or ftet,
haghaidh na coise tinne

As in English, there are others ways of
referring to money. Aisteis a "fund,” not the
concrete money you can feel but the more abstract
source of money, in the sense of "state funds" that
pay for services. A&isteis a "chest" or "coffer" that
could be filled with money. But it is also used for
"treasure,” including someone you treasure, someone

By Will Kenny

you love. You can address such a person #ith
chiste!l,much as you may have seen a similar phrase,
A stor!

One way to fill acisteis to hold andcéid
tiomsaithe airgid an "occasion
of gathering up money." And

1 | 'I-n f“'l'\"' you can help out Gaeltacht
W HEMMLIY  Minnesota by stopping in at our
annual "occasion," planned for
the last Sunday afternoon in
1 ,Eﬁﬁtﬂ January, the 31st. We'll have live

music, a few songs, perhaps a
few dance steps, and the odd
(sometimes very odd) door prize or two.

It's a lot of fun, but more importantly, it is our
main source o€isti, funds, to support our activities
throughout the entire year. It will only cost you $5 for
an afternoon full of fun, so put that on your calendar
(or make your donation by mail or in class, if you
can't join us that Sunday). Visitww.gaelminn.org
and take the "Events" link from the top of the page for
details on time and location.

We are also opening the doors to new
students this winter. Visit our web site at
www.gaelminn.ordor details of our four-week
"Introduction to Irish Gaelic," starting January 25.
Students who attend all four sessions of that course
can then join our regular Monday classes.
Registration is through Community Ed, not through
Gaeltacht Minnesota, and usually closes quickly once
on-line registration opens at midnight on December
31st.

Thanks to everyone who joined us for our
annual Christmas Dinner. We had great music from
Martin McHugh and friends, as well as many
individuals who contributed a song or "party piece."
Special thanks to Suin for doing all the work to set
things up. We greatly enjoyed our last Christmas in
Kieran's current location, thanks to all the staff. And
congratulations to Wes, who took home the traveling
trophy for his contributions to Gaeltacht Minnesota in
the past year.

Visit our web site atvww.gaelminn.orgor
more about all of our activities, and to sign up for our
free monthly e-newsletter that will keep you up to
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Emily Gerlach

Emily and Katie Gerlach both love Irish dancing, both study @ithea Irish

Danceand both are receiving Educational Grants to “keep on dancing.” Emily, at age

eight and a half, began dancing at three Wiihity Irish Dancersin Milwaukee. When
she was preparing her application for an IMDA grant, Emily was preparing for
Oireachtas the annual regional championship competition that qualifies dancers for
World Irish Dance Championship. Emily has competediagachtasbefore, having
placed 38 in solo competition when she was only seven!

Emily first became interested in Irish dancing when she watched

the DVD Lord of the Dance She says that “watching the dancers made
me want to dance.” She enjoys dancing for people — “entertaining the
and making them happy.” Emily is in the Intermediate class and works
hard to continue to improve her steps.

Katie is a year younger than Emily
and would watch her sister at dance lessons
and long to dance as well. Katie says “even
though | was only three, the teachers knew
that | really, really wanted to dance and they
let me.” Katie thinks that dancing is fun and
always has a big smile for the audience.

Their teachers say that Emily and Katie are both
very promising students, who bring great intensity and
commitment to their study of Irish dance. Emily and
Katie will use their Educational Grants to continue their
dance classes. The Irish Music and Dance Association is
delighted to help these fine young dancers continue their
study of Irish dance.

Katie Gerlach
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The Mountain Of The Women Liam Clancy (paper, Doubleday 2002)

Liam Clancy died in early December last year, and this
month's column pays tribute to one of the greats of Irish
minstrelsy.The Mountain of the Womelnam Clancy's
biography, is a candid account of New York's folk scene
circa the late 1950s-early 1960s. Before Irish super-groups
like The Bothy Band and Altan, there were the Clancy
Brothers and Tommy Makem. In the late 1950s, America was
in love with folk music, its own songs and those of the whole
world. Liam Clancy and his brothers and their friend Tommy,
dewy-cheeked lads fresh off the boat from Ireland, swept into
Greenwich Village with their own style of Irish balladry. It
was a long way from the foothills of Slieve na mBan (the
"mountain of the women") to New York City, but these boys
had the family gifts of a rich musical legacy, talent, and
ambition to match. This book captures the freshness and
vitality of the group, and the whole folk scene, in a time
when a song was the instrument of change and hope. Liam
Clancy kept company with the likes of a skinny kid from
Hibbing, Bob Dylan (who pronounced Liam's singing "the
real deal"); also with Pete Seeger, Maya Angelou, Lenny
Bruce, and a host of soon-to-become-legendary stars. The
young lIrish lads in the cable-knit sweaters sang their way into
the hearts of Americans and left their indelible stamp on folk
music forever. This memoir is as its subject was: part
comedy, part tragedy, all heart---and great fun.

from Sherry Ladig, musician and regular contributor to this column

,%3 Liam Clancy, the last of the Clancy Brothers, passed away on Decemb#&h in Ireland.

é Mary Clancy, Liam’s sister in law, had these thoughts on his funeral:
®
@ ‘Last week, under a glorious sky - a little gap in our usual Irish deluge - dviolegst the "last

i man standing” Liam Clancy, May he rest in peace. We stood in saturatetelolsr Dungarvang

B Bay listening to the prayers and songs while overhead the most magnifinbotwr@xpanded intg
é the cold clear sky and all eyes were drawn to the brilliance of the colouras liker the %

Welcoming of the last one, it was a moment of wonderful memories of liebwed and work %
WeII and truly done. May they all rest in peace.’ %
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Saturday, Jan 9, 2010, in the Inis Mor room at The Celi

Junction, join Lehto & Wright at 7:30pnmm@p for a
concert and new CD release.

Lehto and Wright have a sound that is a unique blend @
traditional and modern styles. By taking cues from the
Irish, English and American folk traditions and
interpreting them with contemporary guitar-based
arrangements, Lehto and Wright have taken a fresh
approach to the world of folk and folk rock.

Lehto and Wright perform either as a duo, or, with the addition of Matt Jacobs on d
and percussion, a Celtic rock trio. As a duo, John Wright and Steve Lehto perform
the same material as with Jacobs, only in an acoustic, "unplugged"” setbimy. Fr
American spirituals to Irish tune sets, their accomplished twin guitariarapproach
has all the intensity and power of the trio with half the volume. As a trio, Lehto and
Wright push the boundaries of Celtic Rock, utilizing all the tools of a rock band to
achieve the effect of a six-piece band with three musicians.

With either lineup, John Wright and Steve Lehto offer an exciting live perfoenainc
traditional and contemporary folk music with an eclectic twist.

) 1

With their stunning fourth albunklower & Iron, Malinky celebrate their tenth
anniversary and introduce a newly revamped line-up, meanwhile underscoring their
reputation as one of Scotland’s most distinctive and accomplished folk bands.

While retaining their hallmark song-based repertoire, performed by thres depe
vocalists and arrayed with tastefully inventive instrumentation, Malinky taddag
seasoned maturity with sparkling freshness, casting their musicaldestthvan ever.
Formed in Edinburgh in 1998, Malinky showed their mettle early on by winning a
prestigious Danny Kyle Open Stage Award at the following year's Gattmections
festival in Glasgow. Ten years on, the two remaining members from that folimging
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up — Steve Byrne (vocals/bouzouki/guitar) and Mark Dunlop (vocals/whistles/bodhran) —

are now joined by Fiona Hunter (vocals/cello), who replaced original lead $iagee
Polwart in 2005, alongside recent recruits Dave Wood (guitar/bouzouki) and Mike V
(fiddle). With Dunlop hailing from over the water in Antrim, and Wood from Derbysh
their respective roots in Ulster song and English tradition add further vibrans kay
Malinky’s core Scottish sound.

Saturday, Jan 30, 2010 in the Inis Mor at The Celtic Junction, T@m (

ass
ire,




Event is on January 30, 2010 with two shows: at 11 am and at 2 pm.

The Monkey Dance: All the Kids Are Doinigtthe first

foray into kids’ music by The Sweet Colleens, but the
genre is clearly a natural fit for these good-natured
denizens of the local roots music world. The songs
included on the new CD are aimed at listeners age 2 to 9;
however, in the tradition of kids’ records by artists such as
Dan Zanes and Greg Brown, the CD has plenty of appeal
for parents and older siblings. The idea to get the
Minneapolis Youth Chorus involved came about after
band member Jeremy Greenhouse, whose son Jesse sang
with the Chorus last year, mentioned the project to director
Pat Arasim: "Would the Chorus be interested in singing on
a number of the tunes?" After a rapid email exchange of
mp3s and sheet music, the plan was put in motion.

Now in its third season, the Minneapolis Youth
Chorus is a select ensemble of 4th through 7th
graders who are enrolled in the Minneapolis Public
Schools. Established and operated by the
MINNESOTA CHORALE in partnership with
Minneapolis Public Schools, the aim of the chorus
is to enrich the lives of participants by providing
them with opportunities to develop their musical
gifts in an environment dedicated to the
celebration of diversity and the pursuit of artistic
excellence. Membership is offered at no charge to
participants. Chorus members come from
neighborhoods throughout the city of

Minneapolis, and are enrolled in more than 20
different city schools. Chorus director Pat Arasim
is a noted conductor of children’s choirs and a 31-
year veteran of Minneapolis Public Schools.

Tickets are on sale now from the Cedar Ticketline
(612-338-2674 ext 2), Cedar outlets, and online at
Ticketweb.

$10, $5 ages 2-12




By Bhloscaidh O’Keane

First Saturday Afternoon CéHiDubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul, from 2:00 to 5:00. The suggested
donation is $2.00 per person. The dances are taught and called by Paul McCluskey.

Third Saturday Night CéiH Odd Fellows Hall, 2380 Hampden Avenue in Saint Paul, from 7:30 to 10:30. The suggested
donation is $3.00 per person. The dances are taught and called by Linda Doran.

Irish Dance Classes:
Tuesday Nights NEW!

Irish Social Dancing for Adults - at The Celtic Junction, 836 North Prior Avenue in Saint Paul at 7:30 PM. Core ida
the newest, swankiest studio in town, with natural light and genuine sprung wood floors! Groop@es dancing is led

by our experienced Loma mor Irish Dance Club teachers. Class runs yearammdibeginners are welcome at any class.
$8 per person.

Wednesday Nights

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dancing in a genuine Irish pub with a wiooden f
that has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dances are taught by Siin Lowabeddaising steps are taught
beginning at 7:30 (please note the time changih advanced lessons and dancing continuing until 9:30 PM. Year-round;
no children, and must be of legal drinking age to remain past 9:00 PM. Free.

Conway Recreation Center 2090 Conway Street in Saint Paul. This class is held in a park and recreation gym, and is
taught by a trio of fine dancers/instructors, Ginny, Becky, and Dan, who will providy plespecial attention for your
particular level of experience. The class runs from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. Year-round and aeppages. Free.

Thursday Nights

The lvy Building - 2637 - 27th Avenue South in Minneapolis, right along the Midtown Greenway. Set dances are taught
and led by Tim McAndrew, usually with live music. Dancing from 7-10pm, year-round. $epm.
Lots more information at: Loma mor Irish Dance Clalyw.lomamor.org
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IMDA Membership
Want to know what's going on in the local Irish scea? Interested in music, dance, theatre and cultureBe the first on your
block to subscribe to the IMDA Newsletter. It's a nere $20 for an annual individual membership and $2%or a family
membership. Sign up yourself or sign up a friend, bt whatever you do, support your local artists!

e e
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Name: Today’s Date:

Address: \Where did you hear about the IMDA Newsletter?,
Membership Type: New? Gift? Renewal? ICorporate? Family?

Interests: Music Dance Theatre Gaelic olunteer

(Mark all that apply)

E-mail:

Phone Number:

Would you prefer to receive your monthly newsletterlectronically via e-mail? YES NO
(Faster delivery and full color photos!)

Just tear out the above form and send it with a chek made out to “IMDA” to:
The IMDA Membership Coordinator

236 Norfolk Ave NW

Elk River, MN 55330




236 Norfolk Ave NW
Elk River, MN 55330

Postmaster:
Time/Dated Material




