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The mission of the Irish Music and Dance Association is to  

support and promote Irish music,  dance,  and other  

cultural traditions to insure their continuation.  

 

St. Patrickôs Day Irish Celebration has 
Something for Everyone! 

 
¦ IMDAôs St. PatriMonckôs Day Irish Celebration on Friday, 
March 17 has entertainment to delight everyone ï whether youôre 
Irish or only Irish for the day. 
 

¦ Love Irish music? Weôre delighted to welcome Barra to the Main Stage and a great blend of Irish 
music and dance from Northern Gael.  It will be a day full of great traditional tunes and songs from 

Clairseach, Legacy and Norah Rendell and the Lost Forty plus SisterTree.  Donôt miss the wonderful Center 
for Irish Music Advanced Youth Ensemble and the Centerôs amazing Young Adult Ensemble.  Locklin Road 
and Tom Dahill & Ginny Johnson will get your toes tapping!  The Dregs will delight both your ear and your 
funny bone.  And the Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band will have your heart racing!  Be sure to check out both the main 
stage and the F.K. Weyerhaeuser stage on the lower level ï itôs music and dancing on both stages all day! 

 

¦ Looking for a taste of Riverdance?  Enjoy Irish dance all day long with dancers from our wonderful local Irish 
dance schools: Eil²s Academy, Mactir Academy, the Mulhern School,  OôShea Irish Dance, and Rince na Chroi 
will delight you.  Performances by Biddies Galore, Green Fire Irish Dancers, Knocknagow Irish Dancers and 
Mooncoin C®ili Dancers round out the dance offerings.  

 

¦ Need a nice cup of tea?  Make your way to the Tea Room on the 3rd Floor for tea and a treat ï and some lovely 
music in a quieter setting.  Youôll hear traditional instrumental music from Clairseach (Gaelic harp ), Dunquin 
(beautiful airs and dance tunes on piano, flute and whistles), The Bellows Brothers (featuring Tom Klein on 
uilleann pipes), Rupalai (thatôs Chad McAnally on harp, and friends) and Ryan Behnke (also on uilleann pipes) 
with Buddy Ferrari.  And songs and tunes in English and Irish from Sona (thatôs Hannah Flowers on harp and 
Mattie Ernst on fiddle and more) and the Giggin S²les. The Tea Room is definitely a wonderful spot all day 
long.  

 

¦ Looking for the perfect Irish gift or souvenir?  Youôll find wonderful choices in the Celtic Marketplace, as well 
as a bit of travel advice for that trip to Ireland youôre dreaming about. 

 

¦ Did you bring the little ones?  The kids always enjoy the great craft activities in the Childrenôs Area on the 2nd 
floor ï and facepainting artists will be about as well!  The Childrenôs Stage on the lower level has entertainment 
just for them, including songs with Ross Sutter and stories with Sir Gustave Doc'tain, and c®il² dancing with the 
Mooncoin Ceili Dancers!  And Danielle Enblom will offer Jigs for kids ï dance, song and storytelling! 

 

¦ Did you bring your appetite?  The IMDA Sandwich Shop will be offering Guinness Roast Beef Sandwiches 
again this year ï plus Sarahôs Tipsy Pies will have some treats available as well. 

 

¦ Need some food for the mind? Donôt miss Tom Dahillôs book talk. Gaeltacht Minnesota will teach a bit of the 
Irish language with ñIrish for Tourists.ò  Legacy will present a new workshop ñThe New Kids on the 
Block:  Songs about the Irish in America 1860-1920ò.  

 
 

Check out the complete schedule on our website ï www.IMDA-MN.org 
- so you donôt miss your favorites! 
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Tune of the Month     by Amy Shaw 

 
 
M®abh N² Bheaglaoich has been the source for several tunes 
featured in this column over the last year or so.  Since M®abh 
will be one of the visiting artists at this yearôs Minnesota Irish 
Music Weekend, letôs have another tune from her!  A player of 
the C#/D accordion and also a lovely singer, M®abh comes 
from a very musical family with roots in a small place on the 
Dingle peninsula called Baile na bPoc.  She is the daughter of 
S®amus Begley and the niece of Brendan Begley.  Naturally, 
she grew up hearing lots of polkas, slides, and songs in Irish 
from that area, and her 2015 duo album with guitarist Matt 
Griffin features plenty of this local repertoire. 
 
M®abh learned this particular polka from the West Kerry 
accordion player P§draig č S®, who happens to be an 
announcer on RT£ Raidi· na Gaeltachta.  But this tune had its 
origins during the second half of the 19th century as a comic song on the Irish-American vaudeville 
stage.  Different versions appeared at various times, set to a variety of lyrics, and apparently the tune even 
surfaced in the guise of a camp meeting spiritual.  It also became popular among American fifers.  As my 
friend Sherry Ladig says, ñA good tune gets around!ò  In the hands of a good Kerry box player, this polka 
sounds like it never left Dingle. 
 
Usual disclaimers:  Any transcription errors are my own.  The notation here is not meant to be a substitute 

for listening.  It is simply an aid to learning the tune. 
 

The IMDA Board is: 

President:   Julia Rogers 

Vice President:  Jan Casey  

Treasurer: Kathleen Rogers 

Secretary:  Jean Bergstrom     

Board Members: John Concannon 
                        Kevin Carroll  
 Kathie Luby        
 Amber Ladany 
Editor:                 Kathie Luby 
Assistant Editor Kevin Carroll 
IMDA Board Meetings are open to the membership. 
The Board meets regularly on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm at the St. 
Clair Broiler in St. Paul. Members are encouraged to verify the time and location 
shortly before, as meeting times and locations can change. 

 
Contact Information 

E-mail:  info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

Newsletter Submissions 
We welcome our readers to submit articles of interest, news, and notices of events 
to be published in the newsletter.  The deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. 

Send to:  editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
mailto:info@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org
mailto:editor@irishmusicanddanceassociation.org


3 

www.IMDA -MN.org  

Irish Music &  

Dance Association  

 

 
I'm writing this column in between bouts of 
wrestling with my income taxes. (When you are self-
employed, working out of a 
home office, filing your taxes 
can be a complicated operation.) 
 
"Tax" is c§in in Irish. We pay 
"income tax" (c§in ioncaim), 
"property tax" (c§in mhaoine) 
and "sales tax" (c§in d²olach§in). In Europe, "value-
added tax" is common, represented by c§in 
bhreisluacha. Bhreisluacha comes from a 
combination of breis ("excess") and luach ("value"), 
so that translation is fairly literal. 
 
One thing I find interesting about this word, c§in, is 
that it has other meanings that cannot help but color 
my idea of a "tax." In particular, c§in is also the 
word used for a "fine," such as you might pay for a 
speeding ticket. Chuir an ch¼irt c§in mh·r uirthi, 
"The court imposed a large fine on her." 
 
(These days, alas, another word for a "fine" might be 
more common, namely f²ne§il (said FEE-nawl). It 
isn't unusual for a typical verb ending like -§il to be 
tacked onto a borrowed English word to create a 
new Irish verb.) 
 
At any rate, this sense of c§in as a "fine," then, is a 
form of punishment. And although I believe in 
taxation, who among us hasn't occasionally (and 
often around this time of year) been tempted to think 
of things like income tax as a punishment? 
 
Thus c§in comes to be used in phrases like ca²n an 
pheaca, "the penalty for sin" (not a tax). C§in 
shaolta refers to "temporal punishment," the 
punishment we receive in this life. That's in contrast 
to c§in sh²ora², the "everlasting punishment" that is 
meted out in the next life. 
 
As a verb, c§in is used no only for "fining" someone, 
but more generally for "to condemn" or "to censure" 
or even "to criticize." Some unpleasant people spend 
a lot of time ag c§ineadh daoine gan §bhar, 
"condemning people without any cause."              

 
And there's an old Irish proverb that ends, M§s maith 
leat do ch§ineadh, p·s: "If you like being criticized, 

get married!" 
 
By the way, these days there is a 
lot of discussion in the news 
about "tariffs" or taxes on 
imports. A "tariff" is a c§in 
chustaim or "customs tax." 

 
And among the lowest "taxes" we pay: c§in 
bhealaigh, the tax of a "way," such as a road. That's 
the Irish phrase for a "toll," a small usage tax that can, 
all the same, be pretty annoying. 
 
But enough musing on this topic in general, as I have 
to get back to a specific task: making some progress 
on preparing "my income information," m'fhaisn®is 
ar ioncam, that is, my income tax return. 
 
Be sure to stop by and say "Hi" (or "Dia dhaoibh") at 
our booth at the Landmark Center in St. Paul during 
the St. Pat's Day celebrations. Catch our afternoon 
talk on "Irish for Tourists," a quick overview of a 
little bit of Irish (e.g., place names) that can enhance 
the pleasure of your next trip to Ireland. If you have 
thought about learning Irish, you can talk to real live 
people who have studied Irish and lived to tell the 
tale! 
 
Speaking of which, we are working on plans for a one
-day (Saturday) workshop in April. As details are 
nailed down, we'll share them at our web site at 
www.gaelminn.org. Or you can sign up for the 
GaelMinn Gazette, our free monthly e-newsletter, at 
our home page, and you'll get announcements of our 
activities, along with tips for learning the language. 
 
N²l s® le c§ineadh mar cheolt·ir 
"He is not to be condemned as a musician," 
that is, 
"He's not bad" (a Minnesota compliment) 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
http://www.gaelminn.org/
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ñFlying into the Song Filled Airò ï Irish Dancers Take Center Stage  
 
 

Sunday, March 19 at the Landmark Center in St. Paul marks the 15th year that IMDA has     
devoted an entire day to showcasing the richness of Irish dance in the Twin Cities. This year, 
more than 500 dancers from eleven Irish dance schools and performance groups will entertain 
visitors at IMDAôs Day of Irish Dance. 
 

¦ New this year are dancers from: 
Casey Academy of Irish Dance, directed by Emily Casey-Hare.  The Casey Academy is located in 

the lowertown district of St. Paul. 
Loring Irish Dance Team, a group of 4th and 5th graders from Loring Community School in Minne-

apolis, led by their Language Arts Teacher, dancer Michele Deline Hartnett.  The dancers are 
first-generation Americans from Mexico, Somalia, Thailand, Laos 
and Cote d'Ivoire.  

¦ Dancers from these schools will be featured: 
Eil²s Academy at Escalate, directed by Liz Hines, TCRG 
Green Fire Irish Dancers, directed by Ed Koehne and Elaine Murray 
Mact²r Academy of Irish Dance, directed by Emily Wolff, TCRG 
Mulhern School of Irish Dance, directed by Coleen Mulhern Malloy, 
TCRG and Eileen Mulhe O'Kane, TCRG  

North Star Irish Dancers, directed by Beth Pitchford  
OôShea Irish Dance, directed by Cormac OôS®, TCRG 
Rince na Chroi Irish Dance, directed by Katie Stephens Spangler 
Rince Nua Irish Dance, directed by Erin Cooney, OCDRN  
St. Paul Irish Dancers, directed by Eileen Dahill 
Shamrock School of Irish Step Dance, directed by Rachel Knutson, TCRG 

 
¦ L·ma M·r Irish Dance Club will present a demonstration of sean ns (old style) dance.  Adult danc-
ers from five schools will be in the spotlight in their own showcase ï Rinceoir² F§sta Ag F§s F·s 

(Grown Dancers Still Growing). 

¦ IMDA will present its Decade of Dance Awards on the Day of Irish Dance, honoring dancers who have 
spent ten years studying and performing.  IMDA is delighted to recognize the dancers who have made this 
significant commitment to Irish dance and who serve as outstanding ambassadors for Irish culture. 

¦ Brian Miller will present a special seminar inviting visitors to sing along with traditional Irish songs 
once popular in Minnesotaôs lumber camps.  And actors from the Celtic Collaborative will present 
ñDanny Who?  Forty Years in Irish Music,ò highlighting many of the stories in Tom Dahillôs rollicking 
new memoir.  The book will be available for purchase at Landmark Center.   

¦ In addition to all that great Irish dance, the Tea Room will feature traditional music from the Center for 
Irish Musicôs Swallowtail and Starling Youth Ensembles, the Centerôs Open Sky Ensemble, plus 
Tipper Road, Beth Engelking, the Murie Wenstrom Family Singers, Bundle & Go and the new 
band D·rain (Alexander Dove Lempke, Cara Weggler and Iain Dove Lempke).   

 

Check out the schedule on our website (http://www.imda-mn.org/stpatricksday/319dayofirishdance.html) 
 to be sure of seeing your favorites. 

http://www.IMDA-MN.org
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