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Great Big Sea 
Simply put, Great Big Sea is a must-see. The 2010 Irish Fair is excited to host Great Big 
Sea for two nights of entertainment free to the public!  Great Big Sea incorporates Irish 
heritage, dance, instruments, and folklore into a spectacular show spiced with a tint of 
magic bound to leave fair-goers happy. Prepare yourself for what is to come at http://
www.greatbigsea.com/ 
 
The Young Dubliners 
Not to be confused with a bad rap name or Joyce novel, the Young Dubliners have a 
distinct musical style that blends traditional Irish with contemporary rock, producing a 
sound notorious for inspiring spontaneous bouts of dancing proudly dubbed “jig pits”.  
The Young Dubliners have developed a reputation for spectacular live performances with extended Irish jam sessions- 
think Dave Matthews Band or Phish and a pint of Guinness in each hand. 
Wet your whistle at: http://www.youngdubliners.com/ 
 
The High Kings 
The High Kings are the domineering Irish ballad group bringing their 
ancient craft into the 21st century. 
A worthy counterpart to the world-renowned Celtic Women, The High 
Kings use powerful vocals and enticing showmanship to captivate live 
audiences. This concert is bound to mesmerize all audiences due to the 
universal enjoyment of the “Irish Rover” and other traditional Irish 
ballads.  Start singing “No Nay Never” at www.thehighkings.com/ 
 
Lúnasa 
Caution: Your knee may be sore after mindless slapping or feet exhausted from non-stop toe tapping as a result of this 
concert. Lúnasa uses traditional Irish instruments to summon memories of ancient glory. Like a good cut of peat, 
history resonates in the music of Lúnasa.  The April release of the CD Lá Nua is the latest addition to the impressive 
Lúnasa repertoire. Visit the website: http://www.lunasa.ie/, turn on a tune, and let your imagination take a hop across 
the pond back to Éire. 
www.irishfair.com 

Tune of the Month 2 

Gaelic Corner  3 

Barry Hendrickson 4 

Irish Fair Contests 5 

July Calendar 6-7 

An Leabhragán  8 

Smidirini 9 

Tir na nÒg 11 

Ceili Corner 10 

 !�!�������"���#���������

May you find whatever you may be seeking – on the IMDA website! 
 

If you haven’t visited the IMDA website recently, please visit us soon.  We’ve restructured the venerable Resources List – 
breaking it into more manageable sections so it’s easier to find stuff.  And we’ve added lots more bands and solo artists to try to 
keep up with our amazing Irish music community!  (If your favorite band isn’t among them, please let us know!) 
And check out the On-Line Calendar with Irish music, dance, and cultural events throughout the Summer.  There are so many 
opportunities to hear live music in the Twin Cities – something nearly every night of the week!  Listings extend into the Fall and 
are updated regularly, so check back often.   And there’s a nifty search tool so you can find out where your favorite band is play-
ing this week, or what’s happening at your favorite pub. 
 

IMDA is on Facebook! 
Become a fan of the Irish Music and Dance Association Facebook page and let us keep you informed about the wonderful Irish 
music, dance and cultural events in the area.   Join us today!  We’d love to get to 500 fans by Irish Fair! 
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Here’s a tune courtesy of Kevin Crawford, one of the teachers 
during last month’s Young Irish Musicians Weekend.  Kevin 
taught this reel during the Saturday afternoon adult flute and 
whistle class.  I thought he was really good at using specific 
tunes to teach style, and I’ve tried to indicate his suggested 
ornamentation. (You fiddlers can ignore those breath marks!) 
 
As usual, the YIM weekend provided great instruction for a 
fraction of a plane ticket to Ireland.  Congratulations to Norah 
Rendell and the other organizers for putting on such a 
successful event. 
 
Usual disclaimers:  Any transcription errors are my own.  The 
notation here is not meant to be a substitute for listening.  It is 
simply an aid to learning the tune. 

���������	��
���	� �By Amy Shaw  
The IMDA Board is: 
President:  Lisa Conway 
Treasurer: Mark Malone  
Secretary:  Jan Casey  
Board Members: Suin Lowary 
 Ruth McGlynn 
 Anne Alcocer 
  
 

Editor:                    John Burns 
Advertising: Open Seat 
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Contact Information  
Write to: 

Irish Music and Dance Association 
236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 

 

Call: 612-990-3122 

Newsletter Submissions 
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We're into the sunniest, hottest part of summer, and 
unlike when I was a kid, these days that means 
protecting your "skin," or craiceann, from that pesky 
radaíocht ultraivialait ("UV radiation"). In olden 
times, people tried to get a lot of sun to turn their skin 
buí. Now, beginning students willl think of buí as 
"yellow," as in a 
dandelion, and it is, but 
it also means "tan." The 
Irish words for colors 
tend to be a little more, 
shall we say, flexible 
than their English 
counterparts. 
 
As for showing sunburn, we can say that dath na 
gréine, "the color of the sun," is on you -- not meaning 
yellow (buí), literally, but colored by the effects of the 
sun. Indeed, to be i do chraiceann dearg, "in your red 
skin," is not to be sun-burned, but rather to be stark 
naked. We also have the odd expression, Dá gcuirfeá 
an taobh dearg de do chraiceann amach, "if you were 
to put the red side of your skin out," that is, turn your 
skin inside out, to express, "No matter how much you 
rant and rave . . ." 
 
You can easily find yourself as do chraiceann, "out of 
your skin," with either anger or joy, and it just means 
that you are "beside yourself." And there are thin-
skinned and thick-skinned Irish people, of course, but 
neither expression uses this word craiceann (which 
implies human skin). "Thin-skinned" is usually 
translated by a separate word, goilliúnach, meaning 
"sensitive" or "touchy." And for thick-skinned, we use 
a word for an animal skin, seithe, and not only that, 
but a "tough animal skin," seithe righin, to boot. 
 
Saying someone is "nothing but skin and bone" is 
translated pretty literally, except for a subtle shift to 
na cnámha agus an craiceann, "the bones and the 
skin." 
 
Craiceann is used for things similar to skin, like 
craiceann cáise for the "rind" of a cheese, or 
craiceann úill for an "apple peel." Craiceann is used 
in many phrases to express something like "surface," 

for example, Tá craiceann ar an bhfarraige, "there's a 
skin on the sea," meaning that it is smooth, or calm. 
 
And it's only a small step from there to saying, tá 
craiceann na fírinne air, "there's the skin of truth on 
it," meaning, "it has the ring of truth." 

 
One thing you definitely want to have 
a skin on is the stories you tell. A 
scéal gan chraiceann, a "story 
without skin," is an implausible one, 
and a leithscéal gan chraiceann, an 
"excuse without skin," is indeed a 
flimsy one. 
 

As for that hot weather, even at this time of year 
sometimes you can get a cool evening that will give 
you craiceann circe, the "skin of a hen" . . . or "goose 
pimples." 
 
There's still time to sign up for our tenth annual 
Weekend in Winona Irish Language workshop, July 
16-18. We always have a lot of fun, and learn lot at 
the same time, on the beautiful campus of the 
University of Saint Mary's, just a couple of hours 
south of the Twin Cities. All levels are taught, making 
this a great opportunity to try out the language for the 
very first time, or to polish the skills you may already 
have. And if you are new to learning Irish, this will get 
you into our regular Monday night classes. 
 
You can find absolutely everything you want to know 
about this workshop, and download a registration 
form, on our web site at www.gaelminn.org. And 
while you're there, sign up for our free e-zine, The 
GaelMinn Gazette, with tips (in English) for studying 
the language, and announcements about our activities 
and events. 
 
Ní hé an bhreáthact a chuireann an corcán ag 
fiuchadh. 
Literally, "It is not beauty that sets the pot to boiling" 
"Beauty is only skin deep." 
Will  

 

�	������������������������������ By Will  Kenny 
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Willow Brae announces the launch of the Willow Brae Website! Willow Brae features Andrea Stern on Celtic harp 
and Laura MacKenzie on traditional winds and voice.  Visit them now at:  www.willowbraemusic.com 
 
Also announcing the launch of the new Dáithí Sproule & Laura MacKenzie website! 
Visit them now at: www.sprouleandmackenzie.com 

Twin Cities communities mourn the passing of Barry Hendrickson of  
Ireland in Black and White 

 
 
 Barry Thomas Hendrickson, the photographer of Ireland in Black and 
White, died on May 16, 2010, after a three and a half year battle with 
pancreatic cancer.  The fine art and Irish communities will feel the loss of this 
talented man for a long time. 
Barry’s unbridled enthusiasm drew people into conversations about 
photography and Irish history. His dramatic black and white landscapes of 
Ireland often evoke emotional responses from viewers, especially ones with 
Irish heritage. 
 Barry’s passion for Ireland, and his work with the Irish Fair of Minnesota 
as the sponsor of the photo contest for the past three years, can be summed up 
in his own words.   “When I am drawn to the essential nature of a place, my 
goal is to express this meaning and bring some emotion to life in my 
photographs.”  
 Barry, along with his wife Nancy, was much more than a business patron 
and sponsor.  He took great satisfaction in speaking to amateur photographers 

about their work, his work, and the artistry of photography as a medium. 
 As a close-knit team, his wife Nancy joined Barry as he traveled across the United States revealing the 
essence of Ireland’s time and place through his photography. They have exhibited in more than 26 different 
cities across the country over the last five years. Nancy plans to honor Barry’s legacy by displaying and 
selling the wide assortment of his fine art black and white photographs.  

There is a a memorial fund set up for Barry's wife and daughter at The Hendrickson Memorial Fund  
 c/o TCF Bank 2163 Ford Pkwy., St. Paul, MN 55116. 

 
Ireland in Black and White 
Minneapolis, MN 
612-617-8170 
www.IrelandinBlackandWhite.com 

Barry Thomas Hendrickson 
December 30, 1957 - May 16, 2010 

  Never played on stage before? Got a new piece you’ve worked up and want to try out? Here’s your chance before a sympathetic 
crowd!  Or just come show your support for our wonderfully talented local Celtic musicians and dancers and bring your instruments/
voices/dancing shoes/ what have you.  It is five bucks to get in the door. We may be selling light beverages and some snacky type 
stuff, but if you want anything else, you should bring your own.  Walk-ups are welcome but we highly recommend you to sign up 
early. Contact Patrick Cole at patrick.cole@leonard.com or Pat McCormick at patrickmccorm@gmail.com, or call 651.227.3367 

Open Mic Night at the Celtic Junction  
presented by the IMDA and GNIPC on Saturday, July 24, 7:00pm - 10:00pm at The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave. N. Saint Paul.  

Calling all Celtic musicians, dancers, story tellers and the gathered masses... 
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 The Irish Fair of Minnesota is once again calling on amateur photographers to post their 
entries in this year’s Irish Fair Photo Contest.  For the fourth straight year, Ireland in 
Black and White is sponsoring a contest that has been growing steadily each year.  
Photos may be taken in Ireland, or may be taken anywhere, so long as they convey 
something about Ireland, Irish culture, or the Irish experience. 
 Grand prize in each category is a fine art photograph from Ireland in Black and 
White.  Please visit their website http://irelandinblackandwhite.com  to see the 
wonderful work done by the late Barry Hendrickson.  His wife Nancy is carrying on the sale and promotion of 
Barry’s photographs, as well as the sponsorship of the Irish Fair Photo Contest. 
 How do I enter, you ask?  Well friends, it couldn’t be easier!  No San Bernadino freeway here; just a couple of 
simple steps.  You can find the entry form on line at http://www.irishfair.com/contests/irish_photo.php .  All rules 
are also posted on the website.  The entry deadline is Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at 4:00pm.  You can drop off your 
entry at either Irish on Grand or Irish Indeed.  For further details, or for questions, you may also contact the contest 
manager at irishfairphoto@gmail.com . 
 We look forward to seeing the wonderful things our community of photographers has to offer.  Shutterbug bites 
are easily scratched! 
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 Rise to the top – Irish baking contest needs you! 
The Irish Fair of Minnesota is pleased to announce 
another year of the expanded Irish baking contest.  
Beginning with last year’s contest, we have four 
categories: Brown bread, White bread, Sweet 
scones, and Savory scones.  This year’s judging 
panel of professional bakers is eager to taste what 
our community has in store. 
 Entry is easy, and available on line. Go to  
http://www.irishfair.com/contests/soda_bread.php 
for an entry form, contest rules, and category 
guidelines.  Deadline to enter the contest is 4:00pm 
on Wednesday, August 11, 2010.  Your finished 
baked goods should be brought to the pavilion 
judging table not later than 10:30am, Saturday 
August 14.  Judging will begin promptly at 11:00 
am.  This year’s judging panel is Dick Trotter of 
Trotter’s Bakery, Danny “Klecko” McGlynn of St. 
Agnes, and Erik Rehpohl of Longfellow Grille. 
 Baking of breads and scones has been a staple 
of Irish fare for centuries.  You have the 
opportunity to show your own flare for fare at the 
Fair! 
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IMDA Community Calendar July 2010 
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Grace Notes  by Bernard MacLaverty, paperback W.W. Norton 1998 
   
    Do you compose the music, or does the music compose you?  
  

    This is the central question in this classic novel by Bernard MacLaverty, who became famous 
when his first novel, Cal, became a runaway best-seller and then was made into a popular movie. 
In Grace Notes, composer Catherine Anne McKenna, Belfast-born daughter of a pub owner, 
child of the Troubles-torn streets, is struggling through the arduous and lengthy process of 
writing a symphony. Everything she is and all she has experienced go into the music she writes, 
and she asks herself the question she first heard in her composition clases at Queens University: 
do you compose the music, or does it compose you? Her strict Catholic father, her tough-streets 

childhood, music mentors in Belfast and Russia, the Lambeg drums in the streets: all go into the music. Later on, her 
isolation as a music teacher on a remote Scottish island, a heartbreaking romance with a ne'er do well fisherman 
resulting in pregnancy and single motherhood, that goes into the hopper too; depression, self-doubt, despair and 
determination make up the strong melody lines, and the "grace notes" (that term for the little extra ornamentation 
between and adding to the main notes) in her life come in the form of unexpected friendships and a windfall 
grant from the last place expected to yield such help: the classical music establishment. Although the author is not a 
musician, he is intuitive and did his homework well; he 
drew the music composition process with uncanny 
accuracy. Bernard MacLaverty has written a compelling 
story of the struggles and setbacks an artist must face to 
create something of substance, coming to terms first 
with a dark, rich tapestry of personal experience. The 
description of the process of this particular alchemy, 
Catherine turning personal experience into a 
transcendent work of music, is exhilarating and worth 
the read alone, and the backgrounds of Belfast and the 
Scottish island, Islay, are deeply textured and sharply 
descriptive.  
   
    I am indebted to Jim Rogers, managing director of 
St. Thomas University's Center for Irish Studies 
and editor of the New Hibernia Review, for this book 
recommendation and many others. For more on the best 
of contemporary Irish literature, book reviews, and 
news of upcoming literary events, please 
visit www.stthomas.edu/irishstudies for links to the 
New Hibernia Review. 
   
        Sherry Ladig is a St. Paul Irish trad musician, a 
composer, and a former contributor to the Hungry Mind 
Bookstore (r.i.p.) newsletter 

��������	�
����
*����+��,
��-�  



.�

�������������	
���
�	
���	�
���������������������	
���
�	
���	�
���������������������	
���
�	
���	�
���������������������	
���
�	
���	�
��������� ���

�������	��
���
��
������
������

 ����������������������������������/��������0������� ��By Copper Shannon 
(*Irish for ‘Bits and Pieces’) 

 
 Comhghairdeas le (Congratulations to) Kate Dowling, instructor (and founder) at the Center for Irish Music, 
who will be an official judge at the Midwest Fleadh Cheoil in Chicago on June 26.  Competitors placing 1st or 2nd are 
eligible to complete in the All-Ireland Fleadh in August.  It’s an honor, indeed, for Kate to be selected to judge this 
level of competition. 

 Maith sibh! (Good on you!) to Irish on Grand, Irish Fair and the Center for Irish Music who took the Best in 
Show Award for their float in the Grand Old Day Parade!  Fitz was the prime mover in acquiring and refurbishing 
the float for last year’s parade.  As Maeve O’Mara said “Fitz would have loved it!”  Stop in at Irish on Grand to see 
the trophy! 

 Good News for fans of playwright Brian Friel!  Lex-Ham Community Theater will present Friel’s Lovers this 
August.  Lovers is a pair of one-act plays: Winners and Losers.  Each act can stand alone as its own play.  Losers 
will be presented on the Showboat as part of Irish Fair Minnesota.  Both plays will be presented together in 
performances at O’Gara’s Garage and at St. Catherine’s University later in August.  Check out the IMDA calendar 
for dates and locations. 

 Best wishes to Scotia Productions, who will be presenting their new work “The Selkie” at the Minnesota Fringe 
Festival in August.  The story of the Selkie, updated to WWII, will be told in music and dance, and is a collaboration 
between Karen and Joy Gullikson, choreographers, Sherry Ladig, music director, and a cast of dozens (dancers 
and musicians).  Details in the August IMDA newsletter and in the on-line calendar on the IMDA website.  

 Great Summer Fun for the Kids at the Center for Irish Music!  The Center is offering group classes and camps for 
all ages this summer, from Wee Ones Irish Music Camp for 3-5 year olds to Introduction to Traditional Irish 
Music for Classical and Band Musicians for ages 10 to 18 and everyone in between.  Details and registration at 
www.CenterforIrishMusic.org. 

 Lush Tropical Ports of Call Beckon….  
Minnesota’s own Brian Miller and Nathan 
Gourley) and Minnesota’s adopted Maírtin 
deCogain will be returning to the Caribbean 
with an esteemed lineup of singers, musicians, 
dancers and storytellers providing entertainment 
aboard the MSC Poesia in January/February 
2011.  They’ll be keeping company and making 
music with Shay, Mary and Michael Black, the 
Dublin City Ramblers, Ennis, Tom Sweeney, 
Girsa, and others.  (Details at 
www.irishfestivalcruises.com) 

 Get a bit of a taste of Ireland from the Irish 
Fireside podcast.  Liam Hughes & Corey 
Taratuta do regular podcasts on Irish travel, 
Irish customs, and all things Irish.   Whether 
you’re planning a trip to Ireland or not, check 
them out at www.IrishFireside.com. 
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First Saturday Afternoon Céilí - Dubliner Pub, 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul, from 2:00 to 5:00.  The suggested donation 
is $2.00 per person. The dances are taught and called by Paul McCluskey. 

Third Saturday Night Céilí - The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave., No, St. Paul.  Dances taught and called by Mike Whelan with 
Irish dance music by the Twin Cities Ceili Band.  Admission $5 per person, $20 maximum per family 
 

Irish Dance Classes: 

Céilí Dancing - Wednesday Nights 

Dubliner Irish Pub - 2162 University Avenue in Saint Paul. Learn Irish dancing in a genuine Irish pub with a wooden floor that 
has known a whole lot of dancing feet. Steps and dances are taught by Súin Lowary. Basic beginning steps are taught beginning at 
7:30 (please note the time change), with advanced lessons and dancing continuing until 9:30 PM. Year-round; no children, and 
must be of legal drinking age to remain past 9:00 PM. Free. 

Conway Recreation Center - 2090 Conway Street in Saint Paul. This class is held in a park and recreation gym, and is taught by 
fine dancers/instructors who will provide plenty of special attention for your particular level of experience. The class runs from 
7:00 to 8:30 PM. Year-round and open to all ages. Free. 

Midtown Global Market  - 920 E. Lake St., Minneapolis.  Look for the big green neon letters that say MIDTOWN and dance 
right in the heart of South Minneapolis.  Come early to learn the basic steps, and learn the reels and jigs with experienced dancers 
plus newcomers who discover us while out for dinner or shopping.  Steps and dances are taught by Paul McCluskey.  The class 
starts at 6:00 pm. Free.  

Set Dancing - Thursday Nights 

The Ivy Building - 2637 - 27th Avenue South in Minneapolis, right along the Midtown Greenway. Set dances are taught and led 
by Tim McAndrew, usually with live music. Dancing from 7-10pm, year-round. $7 per person. 

Lots more information at: Lóma mór Irish Dance Club, www.lomamor.org 
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Just tear out the above form and send it with a check made out to “IMDA” to:  
The IMDA Membership Coordinator  
c/o Jan Casey 
400 Macalester St. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 

Name:  Today’s Date:  

Address: 

Membership Type: 
 

New? Gift? Renewal? Corporate? Family? 

Interests: 
(Mark all that apply) 

Music 
 

Dance Theatre Gaelic Volunteer 
 

Where did you hear about the IMDA Newsletter?  

IMDA Membership  
Want to know what’s going on in the local Irish scene? Interested in music, dance, theatre and culture? Be the first on your 
block to subscribe to the IMDA Newsletter. It’s a mere $20 for an annual individual membership and $25 for a family 
membership. Sign up yourself or sign up a friend, but whatever you do, support your local artists! 

Phone Number: 

E-mail: 

Would you prefer to receive your monthly newsletter electronically via e-mail?       _____ YES   _____  NO 
(Faster delivery and full color photos!) 

Tir na nÒg Children’s Theater is proud to present their 
annual production at the Irish Fair on the centennial 
showboat. This years production will be a retelling of the 
Irish legend "How the First Blackbird came to Ireland" as 
told by Eddie Lenihan in his book "Irish Tales of Mystery 
and Magic". The play will be produced during Tir na 
nÒg's one week children's theater camp. Registration for 
camp is open to children ages 5-17 and runs August 9-13 
from 9:00-3:00. It will be  located at St. Paul 
Reformation Lutheran Church, 100 Oxford, in St. Paul. 
Cost for the week of camp is $175.00 and includes a fun 
filled week of set design, costuming, song writing, acting 
and the performance on the showboat August 15.  
 
For more information and to register contact Sarah 
Cromer at 407-497-0993 or email starngt@hotmail.com.  
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Tir na nOg actors in action at the Irish Fair Showboat performance  
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Postmaster: 
Time/Dated Material 

236 Norfolk Ave NW 
Elk River, MN 55330 
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